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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stewart (US 
PG Pub. 2001/0049634A1) in view of Peterson et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,909,873). 

3. As per claims 1,16 and 3 1 , Stewart teaches a method facilitated by a computer network 
(steel electronic commerce system, fig 1) to accomplish a trusted transaction between a business 
entity (seller) and a networked consumer (buyer), (see abstract, fig 1) comprising providing an 
administrative server (interactive online steel marketplace) having a communications channel for 
electronically communicating (communication network) with the business entity and having a 
communications channel for electronically communicating with a networked entity and the 
networked consumer (see paragraphs 0020) providing a business registration system (registered 
seller member) in the administrative server wherein the business entity can be authenticated and 
a unique identifier is assigned to the business entity whereby the business entity is designated a 
registered business entity (see paragraphs 0024) allowing the registered business entity to 
selectively access the administrative server to submit details of products (sheet metal 
information) and/or services provided by the registered business entity (seller) and to view 
selections made by the networked consumer wherein the administrative server will store the 
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details of products and/or services provided by the registered business entity {see paragraphs 
0026, 027) providing a networked entity registration system in the administrative server wherein 
the networked entity can be authenticated, whereby the networked entity is designated a 
registered networked entity {see paragraph 0029) and providing a networked consumer 
registration system in the administrative server whereby a networked consumer who has 
authorized access to a registered networked entity's system can be designated a registered 
consumer and assigned a unique registered consumer identifier IRCIDI, and whereby a 
registered consumer with a valid RCD will be allowed access to data provided by a registered 
business entity and to make selections on the data, the selections being stored in the 
administrative server {see paragraph 0026, 0027, 0040-0083). Furthermore Stewart teaches a 
method of allowing the registered networked entity to selectively access the details of the group 
benefits plans provided by a registered business entity and to endorse the group benefits plans 
wherein the administrative server will store the group benefits plans endorsed by the networked 
entity {see paragraph 0026, 027, 0038). Stewart et al fail to teach an inventive concept of 
facilitating transaction between an insurance business and an insurance customer. Stewart 
furthermore fail to teach a system wherein the registered insurance business entity may access a 
plan configurator hosted on the hosted on the administrative server that allows the registered 
insurance entity to modify the details of the insurance products. However, Peterson et al teach 
concept of facilitating transaction between an insurance business and an insurance customer, a 
system wherein the registered insurance business entity may access a plan configurator hosted on 
the hosted on the administrative server that allows the registered insurance entity to modify the 
details of the insurance products {see col. 4 line 4-46 and col. 10 line 7-53). Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the inventive concept of Stewart et al's to include Peterson's concept of facilitating 
transaction between an insurance business and an insurance customer and a system wherein the 
registered insurance business entity may access a plan configurator hosted on the hosted on the 
administrative server that allows the registered insurance entity to modify the details of the 
insurance products because this would provide a central data storage element, for processing 
customer transaction information to provide updated insurance information pertaining to a 
particular insurance product. 

4. As per claims 2, 3, 17, 1 8, 32, 33, Stewart teaches a method wherein the registered 
consumer has authorized access to the registered networked entity's system through the 
registered networked entity's infra-network system or through an internet system {see abstract, 

figs 11 

5. As per claims 4, 19, 34, Stewart teaches a method further comprising the act of providing 
an on-line payment system where a registered consumer/networked can make payments to a 
business entity for goods and/or services selected by the registered consumer {see paragraph 
0038). 



6. As per claims 5, 20, 35, Stewart teaches a method wherein the communications channels 
employ a secure socket layer protocol {see paragraph 0020). 
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7. As per claims 6, 12, 2 1, 27, 36, 42, Stewart teaches a method wherein the identifiers 
comprise an e-mail address and a password (see paragraph 0073), 

8. As per claims 7-9, 13rl5, 22-24, 28-30, 37-39, 43-45, Stewart teaches a method wherein 
a process for designating a business entity as a registered business/consumer/networked entity, 
comprising the acts of receiving registration information from the business/consumer/networked 
entity including an email address of a contact person for the business/consumer/networked 
entity; authenticating the business entity; assigning a password to the business, consumer 
networked entity; and electronically sending the password to the received e-mail address {see 
paragraph 0026, 0027, 0040-0083, 0107). 

9. As per claims 10, 25, 40, Stewart teaches a method wherein the authentication is 
accomplished by exchanging digital certificates (is it inherent), 

10. As per claims 1 1, 26, 41, Stewart teaches a method further comprising the act of 
authenticating the registered networked entity prior to designate the networked consumer as a 
registered consumer (see paragraphs 0020). 

11. As per claims 46, Stewart teaches a system under the control of a business entity 
facilitating a trusted transaction with a networked consumer, the system comprising a business 
entity server (see abstract, Jig 1) an electronic communicating mechanism for providing the 
business entity server access to a server-to-server electronic communication channel (see 
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paragraphs 0020), an authenticating system coupled to the business entity server for facilitating 
an authentication process of the business entity when the networked entity server is accessing the 
electronic communication channel (see paragraphs 0024) and a mechanism for outputting 
registration information wherein the outputting of the registration information initiates the 
authentication process of the business entity, and for receiving a business entity identifier, 
wherein outputting the business entity identifier allows details of products and/or services to be 
outputted to the electronic communication channel and further allows selections of products 
and/or services made by the networked consumer to be received from the electronic 
communication channel (see paragraphs 0026 } 027). Stewart et al fail to teach an inventive 
concept of facilitating transaction between an insurance business and an insurance customer. 
Stewart furthermore fail to teach a system wherein the registered insurance business entity may 
access a plan configurator hosted on the hosted on the administrative server that allows the 
registered insurance entity to modify the details of the insurance products. However, Peterson et 
al teach concept of facilitating transaction between an insurance business and an insurance 
customer, a system wherein the registered insurance business entity may access a plan 
configurator hosted on the hosted on the administrative server that allows the registered 
insurance entity to modify the details of the insurance products (see col. 4 line 4-46 and col. 10 
line 7-53). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time . 
the invention was made to modify the inventive concept of Stewart et al's to include Peterson's 
concept of facilitating transaction between an insurance business and an insurance customer and 
a system wherein the registered insurance business entity may access a plan configurator hosted 
on the hosted on the administrative server that allows the registered insurance entity to modify 
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the details of the insurance products because this would provide a central data storage element, 
for processing customer transaction information to provide updated insurance information 
pertaining to a particular insurance product. 

12. As per claims 47, 51, Stewart teaches a system wherein the authenticating system 
employs a digital certificate authenticating protocol {see paragraph 0029). 

13. As per claims 48, 52, Stewart teaches a system wherein the electronic communication 
mechanism employs the secure socket layer protocol {see abstract, fig 7). 

14. As per claims 49, 53, Stewart teaches a system wherein the business entity identifier is 
an e-mail address of a contact person for the business entity and a password {see paragraphs 
0107). 

15. As per claims 50, Stewart teaches a system wherein the networked consumer has 
authorized access to an infra-network system of a networked entity {see paragraphs 0024). 

16. As per claims 54, Stewart teaches a system under the control of a networked entity 
facilitating a trusted transaction between a business entity and a networked consumer, the system 
comprising: a networked entity server (see abstract, figl) a system for facilitating an electronic 
connection of the networked entity server to a PC via a network system {see paragraphs 0020), a 
communication mechanism for providing networked entity server access to a server-to-server 
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electronic communication channel {see paragraphs 0024), an authenticating system coupled to 
the networked entity server for facilitating an authentication process of the networked entity 
when the networked entity server is accessing the electronic communication channel {see 
paragraphs 0026, 027) a mechanism for outputting networked entity registration information and 
for receiving a networked entity identifier, wherein the outputting of the networked entity 
registration information initiates the authentication process*, and a mechanism for allocating the 
PC to access the electronic communication channel to output networked consumer registration 
information wherein the outputting of the networked consumer registration information initiates 
the authentication process of the networked entity, and for allowing the PC to receive a 
registered consumer identifier wherein an outputting of the registered consumer identifier allows 
the PC to receive details of products and/or services and to make selections on the products 
and/or services {see paragraph 0026, 0027, 0040-0083), Stewart et al fail to teach an inventive 
concept of facilitating transaction between an insurance business and an insurance customer. 
Stewart furthermore fail to teach a system wherein the registered insurance business entity may 
access a plan configurator hosted on the hosted on the administrative server that allows the 
registered insurance entity to modify the details of the insurance products. However, Peterson et 
al teach concept of facilitating transaction between an insurance business and an insurance 
customer, a system wherein the registered insurance business entity may access a plan 
configurator hosted on the hosted on the administrative server that allows the registered 
insurance entity to modify the details of the insurance products {see col. 4 line 4-46 and col 10 
line 7-53). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the inventive concept of Stewart et al's to include Peterson's 
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concept of facilitating transaction between an insurance business and an insurance customer and 
a system wherein the registered insurance business entity may access a plan configurator hosted 
on the hosted on the administrative server that allows the registered insurance entity to modify 
the details of the insurance products because this would provide a central data storage element, 
for processing customer transaction information to provide updated insurance information 
pertaining to a particular insurance product. 

17. As per claims 55, 56, 59, 60, Stewart teaches a system wherein the network/internet 
system is an intranetwork system a local area network system/ a wide area network (see 
paragraphs 0020). 

18. As per claims 57, Stewart teaches a system wherein the authenticating system employs 
the digital certificate authenticating protocol (see paragraphs 0026, 027). 

19. As per claims 58, Stewart teaches a system wherein the communicating mechanism 
employs the secure socket layer protocol (see paragraph 0026, 0027, 0040-0083). 

20. As per claims 61, Stewart teaches a system wherein an authorized access requires 
submission of a proper login ID and password (see paragraphs 0107) 

21. As per claims 62, Stewart teaches a system wherein the identifiers comprise an e-mail 
address and password (see paragraph 0026, 0027, 0040-0083, 0107). 
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Response to A rguments 

22. Applicant's arguments filed July 28 th , 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

a. Applicant argue that the prior arts {Stewart and Peterson et at) taken alone or in 
combination fail to teach the disclose invention. Applicant argues that no motivation is 
provided for the combination of Stewart and Peterson. In response to applicants 
argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, the examiner recognizes 
that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the teachings of the 
prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or 
motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. 
Cir. 1992). In this case, it is obvious that the inventive concept of Stewart and Petterson 
are in the same electronic commerce environment. 

b. Applicant further argue that the combination of Stewart and Peterson et al fail to 
teach every element of the Applicant invention, Examiner respectfully disagrees with 
Application characterization. 



Application/Control Number: 09/693,437 
Art Unit: 3621 



Page 1 1 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FIRMIN BACKER whose telephone number is 571-272-6703. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




October 8, 2006 



